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County Free Library Law. 


CIIAPTER ü8. 
A 11. act to 2Jroridc for the establishm,ent 
G1Hl 'maintenance of county 11'ee libra- 
ries in the State of California, a nrl 
repealing ",,,tn act entitled 'An act to 
provide CO
lnty library systems,' ap- 
proved April 12, 1909, and flll acts and 
IJarts of acts in conflict 'with this act." 
[Approved February 25, 1911.] 
1'hc people of the State of California, rep- 
1 4 cseltied in senate and asse1nbly, do 
enact as follo'ws: 
SECTIO
 1. The boards of supervisors r!>tabH!>h- 
. me
by 
of the several countIes shall have power boards of 
to establish and maintain, \vitbin their 
r

.

 
respective counties, county free libraries 
in the manner and \vith the functions 
prescribed in this act. 
SEC. 2. The board of supervisors of 
any county may establish at the county 
seat a county free library for that part 
of such connty lying outside of incorpo- 
rated cities and to\vns maintaining free 
public libraries, and outside of library dis- 
tricts maintaining district libraries, and 
for all such additional portions of such 
county as may elect to become a part of, 
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Or to participate in, such county free 
library system, as hereafter provided in 
this act. ....L\t least once a ,veek for t\VO 
successive weeks prior to taking such 
action, the board of supervisors shall pub- 
lish, in a newspaper designated by them 
and published in such county, notice of 
such contemplated action, giving therein 
the date of the meeting at w'hich such 
action is proposed to be taken. 
Incor- SEC. 3. After the establishment of a 
porated t f l " b . d d . th e 
C"ities and coun y ree I rary as provi e In IS 
townS b act, the board of trustees, common coun- 
mav e- 
coñle a cil or other legislative body of any incor- 
parl. . . 
porated CIty or toV\rn In the county main- 
taining a free public library, or the board 
of trustees of any library district main- 
taining a district library, may notify the 
board of supervisors that such city, town 
or library district desires to become a 
part of the county free library system, 
and thereafter such city, town or library 
district shall be a part thereof and its in- 
habitants shall be entitled to the benefits 
of such county free library, and the prop- 
erty within such city, town or library dis- 
trict shall be liable to taxes levied for 
county free library purposes. But the 
board of trustees, common council or 
other legislative body of any incorporated 
city or town in the county, or the b

rd 
of trustees of any library district may 
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a t any time notify the board of super- 
visors that such city, to,vn or library dis- 
trict no longer desires to be a part of 
the county free library system, and there- 
after such city, to\vn or library district 
shall cease to participate in the benefits 
of such county free library, and the prop- 
erty situated in such city, to\vn or library 
d-istrict shall not be liable to taxes for 
county free library purposes; provided, 
how'ever, that the board of trustees. com- 
mon council or other legislative body of 
any incorporated city or to\vn, or the 
board of trustees of any library district, 
shall publish, at least once a week for 
hvo successive weeks prior either to giving 
or to ,vithdra,ving such notice, in a news- 
paper designated by said board of trustees, 
city council or board of library trustees, 
and circulating throughout such city, 
to,vn or library district, notice of such 
contemplated action, giving therein the 
date and the place of the meeting at 
,vhicb such contemplated action is pro
 
posed to be taken. 
SEC. 4. The board of supervisors of Incor- 
+- h 0 t f l O b porated 
any cou
 "y w ereln a coun y ree 1 rary cities an. 
has been established under the provisions 

:yn
on 
of this act shall have full P o\ver and tra('
 for 
, service 
authority to enter into contracts with any 
incorporated city or town maintaining a 
free public library, and any such incor- 
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porated city or to\vn 
haH, through its 
board of trustees or other legislative body, 
have po\ver to enter into contracts ,vith 
such county to secure to the residents of 
such incorporated city or to\vn the same 
privileges of the county free library as 
are granted to, or enjoyed by, the resi- 
dents of the county outside of such incor- 
porated city or to\vn, or such privileges as 
may be agreed upon in such contract, upon 
such consideration to be named in said 
contract as may be agreed upon, the same 
to be paid into the county free library 
fund, and thereupon the residents of such 
incorporated city or to\vn shall have the 
same privileges with regard to said county 
free library as are had by the residents of 
such county outside of such incorporated 
city or to\YD, or such privileges as may be 
agreed upon by said contract. 
Counti.
s SEC. 5. The board of supervisors of 



ract any county \vherein a county free library 
with each h b t bl " h d d tl . . 
other for as een es a IS e un er 1e provISIons 
join
 of this act, shaH ha\"e full po\ver and 
servIce. 
authority to enter into contracts or agree- 
ments \vith the board of supervisors of any 
other county to secure to the residents of 
such other county such priviIeges of such 
county free library as may, by such con- 
tract, be agreed upon and upon such 
consideration as may in said contract be 
agreed upon, the same to be paid into the 



county free library fund, and thereupon 
the inhabitants of such other county shall 
have such pri,.i!eges of such county free 
library as may b:y such contract be agreed 
upon; and the board of super\-isors of 
such county shall have full po\ver and 
authority to enter into a contract ,,-ith 
the board of supervisors of another county 
\yherein a county free library has been 
established under the provisions of this 
act, as in this section provided, and shall 
ha,.e po\yer to leyy a library tax as in 
this act pro\.ided. for the purpose of 
carrying out such contract, but the mak- 
ing of such contract shall not bar the 
board of supervisors of such county dur- 
ing the continuance of such contract, from 
establishing a county free library therein 
under the proyisions of this act, if none 
be already established therein, and upon 
the establishment of such county free 
librar3., such contract may be terminated 
upon such terms as may be agreed upon 
by the parties thereto. or may continue 
for the term thereof. 
. SEC. G. ...:\. commission is hereby created Board of 
b k 1 b Ù f I " ]j brary 
to e 
no\vn as t 1e oar 0 lbrary exam- exam- 
iners, consisting of the state librarian, iners, 
".ho shall be ex officio chairman of said 
board, the librarian of the public library 
of the city and county of San Francisco, 
nn(
 the librarian of the Lo
 #\ngeles pub- 
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lic library. r.rhe members of said board 
shaH receive no compensation for their 
services, except their actual and necessary 
traveling expenses, to be paid on t of the 
state library fund. Said board shall pass 
upon the qualifications of all persons de- 
siring to become county librarians, and 
may, in ,vriting, adopt rules and regula- 
tions not inconsistent '\vith la\v for its O",Yll 
government, and for carrying out the pur- 
poses of this åct. Persons of either sex 

hall be eligible to certification for the 
office of county librarian. 
APpo t in f t- SEC. 7. Upon the establishment of a 
men 0 
c
:>unt:r county free library, the board of super- 
llbranan. visors shall appoint a county librarian, 
\vho shall hold office for the term of four 
years, subject to prior removal for cause, 
after a hearing, by said board. No per- 
son shall be eligible to the office of county 
librarian unless prior to his appointment, 
he has received from the board of library 
examiners a certificate of qualification for 
the office. At the time of his appointment, 
the county librarian need not be a resi- 
dent of the county nor a citizen of the 
State of California. 
f:nper- SEC. 8. The COUll ty free library shan 
vision. 
be under the general supervision of the 
board of supervisors, ,yhich shall haye 
power to make general rules and regula- 
tions regarding the policy of the county 
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free library, to establish, upon the rec- Powers 
d . f h l ' b . and 
ommen atlon 0 t e county 1 rarlan, duties of 
h d . 1 h h county 
branc es an statIons t 1roug out t e libra- 
county and may locate said branches and rians. 
stations in incorporated cities and to\vns 
,,?herever deemed advisable, to determine 
the number and kind of employees of 
such library, and to appoint and dismiss 
such employees upon the recommendation 
of the county librarian. Such employee 
shall not be removed except for cause, and 
in case any such removal be made upon 
the ground that the services of such em- 
ployee are no longer required, such re- 
moved employee shall have the first right 
to be restored to such employment ,vhen 
such services are again required, but the 
board of supervisors may, at the time of 
appointing any employee, and upon the 
recommendation of the county librarian, 
enter into an agreement that such em- 
ployee be employed for a definite time 
only. All employees of the county free 
library whose duties require special train- 
ing in library work shan be graded in 
grades to be established by the county 
librarian, with the advice and approval of 
the state librarian, according to the dutieSt 
required of them, experience in library 
,,?ork and other qualifications for the serv- 
ice required; and before appointment to a 
position in the graded service, the can- 
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dictate must pass an exan1Ïnation uppro- 
priate to the position sought, satisfactory 
to the county librarian, and show a sat- 
isfactory experience in library \vork. 
\V ork in approved library schools or libra- 
ries, or certificates issued by the board of 
library examiners, may be accepted by 
the county librarian in lieu of such exam- 
ination. The county librarian may also 
accept as apprentices, without compensa- 
tion, candidateg possessing personal qual- 
ifications satisfactory to him and may 
dismiss the same a t any time if in his 
judgment their \york is not satisfactory to 
him. 
SEC. Ð. The county librarian shalf. 
prior to entering upon the duties of his 
office, file ,vith the county clerk the usual 
oath of office and a bond, conditioned upon 
the faithful performance of hi8 duties, 
,vith sufficient sureties approved by a 
judge of the superior court in the county 
of 'which the librarian is to be the county 
librarian, in such sum as may be deter- 
nlined by the board of supervisors. The 
county librarian shall, subject to the gen- 
pral rules adopted by the board of super- 
visors, build up and manage, according to 
accepted principles of library manage- 
Inent, a library for the use of the people 
of the county, and shall determine \vhat 
hooks and other library equiplnent shall 
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be purchased. The salary per annum of 
alary 
counh- 01 
the county librarian shall be as follo,,"s: In librarian. 
counties of the first to the third classes in- 
clusive, t,vo thousand four hundred dollars; 
of the fourth to the tenth classes inclu- 
sive, t,vo thousand dollars; of the eleventh 
to the tw'entieth classes inclusive, eigh- 
tPPll hunflreù ùollars; uf the twenty-first 
to the thirtieth classes inclusive, fifteen 
hundred dollars; of the thirty-first to the 
forty-eighth classes inclusive, t\yelve hun- 
dred ùollars; and of the forty-ninth to the 
fifty-seventh classes inclusive, five hun- 
dred dol1ars. The salary of each of the 
county librarians here provided shall be 
paid by each of such counties in equal 
monthly installments, at the same time 
and in the same manner and out of the 
same fund as the salaries of other county 
officers are paid. The county librarian 
and his assistant shall be allo,ved actual 
and necessary traveling expenses incurred 
on the business of the office. 
SEC. 10. The county free libraries of General 
super- 
th
 state shall be under the general super- vision bJ 
. 0 f h l O b ' h h II 
tate Li- 
"lSlons 0 testate I rarlan, \Y 0 S a brarian. 
from time to time, either personally or 
by one of his assistants, visit the county 
free libraries and inquire into their con- 
dition. The actual and necessary ex- 
penses of such visits shall be paid out of 
the state library funù. The state libra- 
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rlan shall annually call a convention of 
county librarians, to assemble at such 
time and place as he shall deem most con- 
venient, for the discussion of questions 
pertaining to the supervision and adminis- 
tration of the county free libraries, the 
laws relating thereto, and such other sub- 
jects affecting the welfare and interest of 
the county free libraries as shall properly 
be brought before it. It is hereby made 
the duty of an the county librarians to 
attend anù take part in the proceedings 
of such convention. The actual and nec- 
essary expenses of the county librarians 
attending the convention shall be paid out 
of the county free library fund. 
SEC. 11. The county librarian shall, 
on or before the thirty-first day of July 
in each year, report to the board of super- 
visors and to the state librarian on the 
condition of the county free library; for 
the year ending June thirtieth preceding. 
Such reports shall, in addition to other 
matters deemed expedient by the county 
librarian, contain such statistical and 
other information as may be deemed desir- 
able by the state librarian. For this 
purpose the state librarian may send to 
the several county librarians instructions 
or question blanks so as to obtain the ma- 
terial for a comparative study of library 
conditions in the state. 
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SEC. 1
. The board of supel'ybors, Tax le"y. 
after a county free library has been estab- 
lished, shall annually levy, in the same 
manner and at the same time as other 
county taxes are levied, and in addition 
to all other taxes, a tax not to exceed one 
miIl on the dollar of assessed valuation 
upon all property in such county' outside 
oi incorporated cities and to,yns main- 
taining free pubHc libraries, and library 
districts maintaining district libraries. 
and upon all property ,,?ithin incorporated 
cities, to,yns and library districts, ,yhich 
ha ve elected to become a I?art of such 
county free librar:r s
?stem as provided in 
this act, for the purpose of purchasing 
propert
? for. establishing and maintaining 
the county free librar
? County bonds Bon.18, 
ll1ay be issued, in the manner prescribed 
in section 4088 of the Political Code, for 
the erection and equipment of county free 
library buildings and the purchase of land 
therefor. The board of superYÌsors is 
authorized to receive, on behalf of the 
county, any gift. bequest or devise for Gift
. 
the county free library, or for any branch 
or subdiyision thereof. The title to all 
property belonging to the county free 
library shan be vested in the county. 
\n 
la,ys applicable to the collection of count
. 
taxes shall appb? to the collection of the 
tax herein provided. A.II funds of the 
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county free library, ,vhether derived from 
taxation or otherwise, shall be in the cus- 
tody of the county treasurer. Ther shall 
constitute a separate fund, called the 
county free library fund, and shall not be 
used for any purposes except those of the 
COHn ty free library. Each claim against 
the county free library fund shall be au- 
thorized and approyed by the count
. 
librarian, or in his absence from the 
county by his 
ssistant. It shall then be 
acted upon in the same manner as are all 
other claims against the county. 
SEC. 13. In any county of this state 
,,-here. a la,v library may no,v or hereafter 
exist under the provisions of section 4190 
to 420-1:, inclusive, of the Political Code 
of the state, the boa I'd of supervisors of 
5:uch county shall haye po,ycr to enter 
into contracts. or agreements ,vith the 
board of hnv library trustees of such la ". 
library for the coÖperation of said lav; 
library and the county free library, and. 
in that connection, to contract or agree 
,,,ith thp board of law library trustees of 
:;;uch la,," library that the county librarian 
and other emplo
7ees of the county free 
library perform the duties required to be 
done 01' perfornled by the officers and em- 
ployeps of such la,v library as contem- 
plated by section 41ÜO to 4204, inclusive. 
of the PoIitieal Corle of this state for a 
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compensation to be named in such con- 
tract or agreement, the same to be paid 
into the count
9 free library fund. 
SEC. 14. The board of supervisors shaH :-:dlOU1. 
ha ve po\ver to accept on behalf of the lihmries 
aud 
county free IibrarJT, all books and other <,ounty 
f I I l ' b ' I .. h teachers' 
property 0 SC 100 1 rarleS ane ot t e lihrary 
teachers' library as provided by sections 
1

I;e b:- 
1565, 1715 and 1716 of the Politicall}a,"t. 
Code, and to manage and maintain the 
same as a part of the county free librar
T. 
SEC. 15. ,After a county free librar
. Di5e
tah- 
h b bl ' h 1 . b d . b lishment 
as een esta IS ec, It may e Isesta- 
lished in the sallie manner as it "Tas estab- 
lished. ...-\ t least once a ".eek for t,,-o 
successive \yeeks prior to taking such ac- 
tion, the board of supervisors shall pub- 
lish, in a ne\Yspaper designated by them. 
and published in the county, notice of 
such conten1plated action, giving therein 
the date of the meeting at ,vhich such 
contemplated action is proposed to be 
taken. 
SEC. 16. Instead of establishing a sep- ('outrad 
arate county free library, the board of ;
l


:iC 
supervisors mav enter into a contract ac- lihrary tc 
.., carryon 
cording to the provisions of this section work. 
,vith the board of library trustees or other 
authority in charge of the free public 
library of any incorporated city or town. 
and the board of library trustees, or other 
Rnthority in charge of such free public 
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library, is hereby authorized to make 
snch a contract. Such contract may pro- 
vide that the free pubHc library of such 
incorporated city or to,yn shall assume 
the functions of a county free library 
within the county with which such con- 
tract is made, including incorporated cities 
and to,yns therein. The board of super- 
,.isors may agree to pay annually into the 
librar
" fund of such incorporated city or 
to'wn such StUD as may be agreed upon. 
Either party to such contract may tern1Ï- 
nate the same by giving six months' notice 
of intention to do so. 
SEC. 17. An act entitled "..in act to 
provide county library systems," approved 
...\pril 12, 1909, and all acts and parts of 
acts in conflict herewith, are hereby re- 
pealed; provided, ho,vever, that any 
county library 'which may have been estab- 
lished and is no, v in existence under the 
provisions of the act approved .A,pril 12, 
190D, shall be continued under the pro- 
,'i
ions of this act, and be considered the 
sanIe as if established under the provi- 
sions of this act; and provided further. 
that in any case ,vhere a contract has been 
entered into between any county board of 
supervisors and any city or incorporated 
to\vn under the provisions of section 
hvelve of said act, the same shall con- 
tinue in force, and the provisions of sec- 
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tion sixteen of this act shall be applicable 
thereto, until the establishment and equip- 
ment of a county free library under the 
provisions of sections one to fifteen inclu- 
shoe of this act, unless sooner terminated 
under the provisions thereof. 






